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This hospital-acquired complication (HAC) includes the diagnoses of third and fourth degree perineal
lacerations with and without instrumentation.”

Third and fourth degree perineal lacerations cause persistent and distressing physical and
psychological symptoms, including perineal pain, sexual and urinary problems, faecal
urgency and incontinence of both flatus and stool. If these injuries are not recognised and
repaired promptly, they can have serious long-term consequences for women'’s lives.

Why focus on third and fourth degree perineal lacerations?
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All facilities should be working to reduce their rates of third and
fourth degree perineal lacerations.

* The specifications for the hospital-acquired complications list providing the codes, inclusions and exclusions required to calculate rates is available on the
Commission’s website: www.safetyandquality.gov.au/our-work/indicators/hospital-acquired-complications/

# The data used in this sheet are for hospital-acquired complications in Australian public hospitals in 2015-16. Sourced from: Independent Hospital Pricing
Authority (AU). Activity Based Funding Admitted Patient Care 2015-16.

t Hospitals were classified in the Principal Referral Hospitals peer group for these purposes according to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare's former
definition of major city hospitals with more than 20,000 acute weighted separations and regional hospitals with more than 16,000 acute weighted separations.
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